TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  CORPORATION  BOROUGH  OF  LOST' UTHIEL . 
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GENTLEMEN , 

I  herewith  have  the  honour  to  presenb  my  Annual  Report  for  the 

year  1937. 


SECTION  A, 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area . 

Population 


3050  ac'-'es 
1904  . 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  .....  656 

Rateable  value  . .  £8092 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ,..£33.14,4. 


There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  social  conditions  of  the  area. 

Owing  to  work  having  started  on  the  new  bye-pass  road  and  to  house 
building  operations  unemployment  has  been  very  much  lessened,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  that,  when  the  work  is  in  full  swung,  there  will  be 
employment  for  all. 


Local  Government  responsibilities  increase  year  by  year  and  the 
latest  one  is  the  organisation  of  A.R.P,  for  the  area.  This  has 
become  a  statutory  obligation  on  us  and  it  is  not  for  any  of  us  to 
question  the  necessity  or  otherwise  for  such.  I  should  like  to  remind 
those  (and  there  are  many)  who  are  inclined  to  regard  this  area  as 
immune  from  air  attack  that  no  place  however  small  can  assume  such 
immunity.  In  past  wars  we  talked  about  '’going  to  the  front”  ,  in  the 
next  war  we  shall- not-  have  to  go  there  it  will  come  to  us.  If  not 
already  done  volunteers  will  be  asked  to  join  the  organisation  and  it 
is  hoped  that  all  men  and  women  will  come  forward.  If  you  are  too 
young,  too  old  or  too  decrepit  you  wall  be  told  so. 

The  housing  programme  adopted  by  the  Council  will,  in  a  measure, 
meet  the  necessity  which  has  existed  for  many  years  past  for  an 
improved  standard  of  houses  for  the  working  classes.  I  say  in  a 
measure  advisedly  for  though  the  houses  being  built  are  of  an  adequate 
standard  they  are  going  to  be  out  of  the  economic  reach  of  many  who 
should  occupy  them.  If  our  aim.  as  it  should  be ,  is  to  gradually 
eliminate  all  unfit  houses  in  the  area  then  it  is  inevitable  that  a 
number  of  those,  being  and  to  be  built,  must  come  n  the  rates, 

©wing  to  the  demolition  which  will  be  necessary  in  the  making  of  the 
bye -pass  road  and  as  the  result  of  possible  Clearance  Orders  we  shall 
shortly  be  responsible  for  the  replacement  of  many  tenants  some  of 
whom  are  single  individuals  now  living  alone  and  elderly  couples. 

In  view  of  this  I  therefore  suggest  that  the  question  of  the  provision 
of  flats  should  receive  your  earnest  consideration  as  an  Economic 
proposition  for  the  housing  and  rehousing  of  a  section  of  the 
community . 

We  live  in  an  era  of  mechanisation  but  however  mechanised  we  become 
man-power  will  sti]l  remain  vital.  In  spite  of  this  fact  the  tendency 
is  towards  individual  physical  deterioration.  The  attainment  of 
physical  fitness  should  start  early,  even  in  the  cradle,  During  school 
age  Physical  Training  forms  part  of  the  curriculum  and  this  is  a  very 
good  grounding  butunless  ib  is  continued  during  adolescence ,  and  after, 
physical  deterioration  is  bound  to  occur.  To  keep  fit  sustained 
training  is  essential  but  in  the  absence  of  some  definite  organisation 
to  this  end  I  fear  that  there  will  be  no  improvement.  In  this  area 
only  a  comparative  few  have  the  advantage  of  organised  games  but  I 
feel  sure  that  this  want  would,  in  a  very  lav g  erne  a  sure ,  be  met  by  the 
provision  of  a  playing  field  suitably  equipped. 
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I  have  on  many  occasions  through  the  medium  of  my  annual  reports 
appealed  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  area  to  refrain  from  depositing 
litter  in  unauthorised  places  but  regret  to  say  that  the  practice 
still  continues.  I  have  reason  to  think  that  it  is  often  done  by 
those  who  should  know  better.  I  again  appeal  to  the  offenders  to  try 
and  have  some  consideration  for  those  who,  unlike  themselves,  do 
not  like  to  see  filth  lying  about  their  town. 

Vital  Statistics:-  M.  F. 


Legitimate 

Live  Births- 

Illegitimate 


12  10 
1 


Total  -  23 


Still  Births-  Legitimate 


1  1  Total  -  2 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  population  -  17.3 

Deaths  -  18  16  Total  -  34 


Death  Rate  per  1000  of  population  -  12.8 


The  local  Birth  and  Death  Rates  per  1000  of  -copulation  for  the  Year 
1936  were  11.4  and  12.3  respectively. 


Thu  Birth  and  Death  rates  per  1000  of  Population  for  England  and  • 
Wales  (Smaller  Towns)  for  the  year  1936  were  15.3  and  11.9 
respectively. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes _ _  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  :- 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live  births  -  1.05 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  4 

do.  Measles  (all  ages) . .  Nil 

do.  "Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  nil 

do.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  nil 


General  causes  of  Death  :-  M.  F. 


Digestive  diseases  1 

Nephritis  -  1 

Senility  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  1 

Heart  disease  5  4 

Other  circulatory  diseases  3  2 

Bronchitis  1 

Pneumonia  -  2 

Peptic  ulcer  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  1 

Diphtheria  -  1 

Influenza  1  2 

Cancer  1  3 


The  average  age  at  death  of  males  was  79  and  of  females  62. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  TT7E  AREA. 


1  (i)  Public  Health  Officers-  of  the  Authority 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) 

Sanitary  Inspector  (part  time)  member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute . 
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(ii)  There  have  been  no  developments  or  changes  in  the  following 
services:-  laboratory  and  ambulance  facilities,  nursing  in 
the  home,  clinics,  treatment  centres  and  hospitals. 

SECTION  C. 


sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


1  (i)  Water  -  There  are  two  separate  supplies  to  the  area  controlled 

by  the  Council,  one  on  the  West  side  of  the  river  (the  old 

Borough  Supply)  and  the  other  on  the  Eest  side  of  the  river. 

The  former  supply  is  of  good  quality  and  in  normal  times  should  be 
adequate  in  quantity  but,  even  when  there  is  no  shortage,  in  certain 
parts  of  the  area  supplied  from  this  source  complaints  have  been  made 
of  insufficient  supply,  The  possibility  of  corroded  mains  and 
service  pipes  may  be  the  cause  of  this  end  if  this  is  so  the  matter 
should  be  attended  to.  The  latter  supply  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory 
as  regards  quantity  but  this  matter  is  well  in  hand  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  new  supply  will  be  available  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
The  rainfall  continues  to  be  much  below  the  average  and  it  therefore 
behoves  all  domestic  and  commercial  users  to  be  careful  in  the  use  of 
water.  A's  I  have  pointed  out  before  a  great  deal  is  wasted  by 
faulty  taps  and  for  the  sake  of  the  community  at  large  everyone  should 
see  to  it  that  their  ta.ps  are  not  allowed  to  drip. 

(II)  Drainage  and  Sewerage:-  Except  as  the  result  of  new  buildings 
there  has  been  no  important  extension  of  sewerage.  Daring  the  month 
of  November  an  antiquated  ”D”  trap  in  North  Street  was  replaced  by 
a  modern  gulley  trap.  The  question  of  having  a  plan  of  the  sewers 
has  been  frequently  talked  about  and  the  necessity  for  such  invariably 
admitted  during  the  past  fifteen  years  or  so  but  so  far  nothing  has 
materialised.  It  is  hoped  that  the  sub-committee  formed  for  this 
purpose  during  November  will  be  able  to  bring  such  a  plan  Into  being 
without  further  delay* 

2  Rivers  and  Streams:-  No  action  has  boon  taken  to  check  the  pollution 
of  the  river  and  streams  in  the  area . 

3  (i)  Closet  Accommodation:-  Apart  from  those  outside  the  drainage 
area  there  are  no  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  in  the  closely 
built  centres.  During  the  year  a  number  of  flushing  cisterns  have 
been  fitted  but  there  are  still  many  without  but,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  owners,  I  hope  that  all  will  eventually  be  so  fitted. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing : -  I  ^m  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that 
steps  have  at  last  been  taken  to  provide  the  area  with  a  more  modern 
refuse  collector. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area:-  The  following  is  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  :- 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  .  105 

Inspections  of  Bakeries  . 6 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  15 

Inspections  of  Shops  .  6 


(iv)  Shops : -  In  two  instances  the  condition  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences  were  un- satisfactory  and  on  representation  being  made  to 
the  owners  the  matters  were  put  right. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement:-  No  action  has  been  found  necessary  under  this 
heading. 

(vi )  SNimming  Baths  and  Pools:-  I  regret  to  again  have  to  report  that 
there  are  none  in  the  area.  For  many  years  this  matter  has  at  intervals 
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boen  an  object  of  discussion  but,  like  other  things  which  r re  not 
obligatory , the  discussers  hrve  become  exhausted  and  the  issue  becomes 
forgotten.  As  far  as  I  rm  aware  it  has  never  been  proved  that  the 
provision  of  r  bathing  pool  is  impossible.  I  have  in  a  previous 
section  indicated  the  need  for  raising  the  physical  standard  of  the 
community  rnd  here  we  have  one  moans  to  that  end  which  would  appeal 
to  most  of  the  young  at  any  rate.  It  is  rather  disconcerting  to 
hove  to  accept  the  fact  that  only  a  little  over  a  half  of  the  men 
of  this  country  who  wish  to  enter  the  services  are  found  physically 
fit  for  the  purpose.  I  suggest  that  you  again  give  this  matter  your 
eer  idtis  -ce>  he  iteration . 

(vii)  Eradication  of  bed  bugs;-  No  action  under  this  heading  has  boen 
necessary. 

4.  Schools :  The  Sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Council 
School  are  satisfactory.  The  water  supply  of  the  Downend  School  is 
still  unsatisfactory  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  remedied  shortly. 

5.  Other  Sanitary  Matters:-  The  urgent  need  for  a  local  mortuary  was 
again  stressed  durinf  the  year  when  a  post-mortem  examination  had  to  be 
performed  in  the  cattle  market  ns  being  the  only  available  place. 

I  am  aware  that  this  matter,  which  has  been  under  discussion  for  nearly 
ten  years ,  has  now  got  so  far  as  the  choice  of  a  site  but  there  it 
appears  to  have  past  into  a.  state  of  hibernation.  I  suggest  that  the 
completion  of  the  scheme  should  be  expedited. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  record  that  the  administrative  side  of  the 
Public  Health  department  is  far  from  satisfactory,  Many  essential 
duties  are  neglected  and  much  clerical  work,  especially  in  regard  to 
the  keeping  of  records,  is  allowed  to  lapse.  The  blame  for  this  does 
not  rest  on  any  individuals  but  on  the  system  and  I  fully  realise 
the  economic  handicap  which  has  forced  you  to  employ  part-time 
officials.  Since  I  took  office  in  1919  public  health  work  has 
increased  in  amount  by  about  50.  p.c.  rnd  as  much,  if  not  more,  in 
complication.  Added  to  this  was  the  enlargement  of  the  Borough  in 
1934.  To  meet  this  avalanche  all  that  has  been  done  is  to  divide  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  which  formerly  was  done 
by  one  official  and  to  increase  office  accommodation.  We  have  before 
us  a.  fairly  extensive  building  scheme  which,  if  carried  out  to  the 
full  extent  of  the  need,  should  continue  for  another  five  years  or  so. 
Your  decision  to  employ  a  whole-time  official  to  combine  the  duties 
of  Spnitp.ry  Inspector  and  Surveyor  is  a  wise  one  but  it  remainsto  be 
seen  whether  the  two  offices  can  be  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  one 
individual . 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING. 

1 .  Inspection  of  Ifr/olling-houses  during  the  Year  : - 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  . . .  18 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  102 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . .  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . 
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2 .  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  formal  Notices 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conseouence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

officers  . . . .  10 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : - 

(a)-Proceedings  under  sections  9,10  &  16, Housing  Act, 1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  .  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  I 

(a)  By  owners  . . .  Nil 

(b)By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b )  -Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : - 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  Which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . .  .  . . . .  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remerH'3*  ofter  service  of  formalnotices 

fa;  By  owners  . , . .  15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

( c )  -firocoeflings  under  sections  11  &  15  Hous ing  Act  , 1936  : 

fl)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respec-t  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ; .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . . . Nil 

( d ) -Proceedings  under  section  12  Housing  Act,  1936  : - 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

4 .  Housing  Act  1956  -  Part  iv,  -  Overcrowding  : - 

(a) .(i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  Nil 

(b) .  -  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . . .  2 

(c) .^i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  ye  ar  . . . . .  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  16 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  .  Nil 

SECTION  5. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  -  Farms  and  dairies  have  been  periodically 

inspected  ~nd  as  the  result  of  representations  improvements 


bacterial  or  tubercle  bacilli  havo  oeen  made.  No  action 
has  been  necessary  under  Hi  Ik  and  Dairies  Order, 

1926  or  the  mrim  {special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods.  -  Periodic  Inspections  have  been  made 
of  slaughterhouses  and  food  shops  and  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  take  any  action  as  a  result.  No  carcases  have 
been  condemned. 


* 

f 


J 


6 


« 

* 

(c)  Adulteration  &c .  No  action  has  been  necessary  under 
this  heading . 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  Of  Food.  -  No 
action  has  been  necessary  under  this  heading. 

(e)  Nutrition.  -  No  special  work  has  been  undertaken  under 
this  h caiing . 

(f)  Shell-fish  (Malluscan) .  There  are  no  shell-  fish  bods 
in  the  area. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER ,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria 
affecting  three  families  of  ten  persons, all  of  them  related.  The 
source,  of  the  primary  infection  was  probably  outside  the  area.  The 
type  was  faucial  and  the  use  of  anti-toxin  was  prompt. 

This  small  outbreak  well  demonstrated  the  urgent  need  for 
hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  within  a  reasonable 
distance.  The  seven  cases  sent  into  hospital  had  to  travel  distances 
of  between  twenty  and  thirty  miles. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  a  more  accessible  isolation  hospital  is  nowwell  in  hand. 

There  was  a  marked  absence  of  non-notif iable  diseases,  'e,g. 
influenza,  measles  and  whooping  cough. 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  provide  artificial  immunization 
against  diphtheria  or  in  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for 
prophylaxis . 


Notifiable  Diseases  durin?  the  Year  1937. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Ho spit  al 

T(  tal  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

nil 

Diphtheria 

10 

7 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

nil 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

nil 

nil 

4  (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  heading. 

(b)  Tuberculosis . 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  four,  three  males  and  one  female,  ell  pulmonary.  No  new  cases 
have  been  notified  during  the  year. 


(signed)  FREDS.  H.  RUDGE . 


17th  May  1938 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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